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1 . SUMMARY. SIX HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT WILL MEETIN GOTA 
AUGUST 5-7 TO DISCUSS CANAL NEGOTIATIONS AND COFEEE. BOTH 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY FACTIONS MOVED CLOSER TO AGREEING ON BELISARIO 
BETANCUR AS THEIR 1978 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. THE GOC PRESENTED 
ITS 1978 BUDGET TO CONGRESS, TERMING IT NEITHER INFLATIONARY NOR 
RESTRICTIVE. MINIMUM WAGE RATES WILL BE INCREASED AUTOMATICALLY. 
SECURITY FORCES WERE ACCUSED OF BRUTALITY IN THREE INCIDENTS. END SU 
MMARY. 

2. SUMMIT MEETING IN BOGOTA. THE CHIEFS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT 
OF COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, JAMAICA, MEXICO, PANAMA AND VENEZUELA 
WILL MEET IN BOGOTA ON AUGUST 5-7 TO DISCUSS THE PANAMA CANAL 
NEGOTIATIONS AND THE INTERNATIONAL COFEEE SITUATION (BOGOTA 6990). 
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3. CONSERVATIVE PARTY NEARS ACCORD ON BETANCUR. EX-PRESIDENT 
MIS API. PASTRANA, A LEADER OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY'S OSPINA- 
PASTRANA WING, AND BELISARIO BETANCUR, THE PARTY'S ONLY VISIBLE 
PRESIDENTIAL HOPEEUL, APPEAR TO HAVE BROUGHT THE PRTY'S SEARCH 
FOR A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE CLOSE TO RESOLUTION. PASTRANA, IN 
A RADIO INTERVIEW, INDICATED THAT HIS WING WOULD ACCEPT THE 
PARTY CONVENTION'S SELCETION OF A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, AND 
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THAT BETANCUR WAS AN ACCEPTABLE POSSIBLITY. BETANCUR MADE HIS 
ACCUSTMOED DENIAL THAT HE IS A CANDIDATE BUT ACCEPTED THE CONCEPT 
THAT THE CONVENTION WOULD MAKE THE SELECTION AND INDICATED THAT 
HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE. IN A SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO 
PASTRANA'S LETTER OF EARLY JULY REQUESTING BETANCUR7S CLARIFI- 
CATION ON SEVERAL POLICY MATTERS WHICH DIVIDE THE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY (BOGOTA 6339), BETANCUR TENDED TO FAVOR THE OSPINA-PASTRANA 
GROUP, BUT WAS CAREFUL NOT TO UPSET THE ALVARO GOMEZ FACTION. 

ON THE MAJOR ISSUES BETANCUR SUPPPORTED THE NERD FOR A TWO-THIRDS 
VOTE BY CONGRESS TO SEPARATE THE 1978 PRESIDENTIAL ANF CONGRES- 
SIONAL ELECTIONS (A PRO-ALV ARISTA VIEW), ARGUED AGAINST THE NEED 
TO ACTUALLY SEPARTE THESE ELECTIONS (A PRO-PASTRANA VIEW), AND 
STATED THAT A CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT SIMPLY CONTINUE 
THE DEVELOPMENT POLICIES OF THE PRESENT LIBERAL ADMINISTRATION 
(A VIEW SHARED BY BOTH WINGS). HIS LETTER WAS WELCOMED BY BOTH 
FACTIONS OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY. IT SEEMS INCREASINGLY 
LIKELY THAT BETANCUR, THOUGH STILL UNWILLING TO PUBLICLY ANNOUNCE 
HIS INTENTION TO SEEK THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION, WILL BE 
SELECTED BY THIS PARTY'S CONVENTION AS THEIR PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE. 

4. GOC PRESENTS 1978 BUDGET. THE GOC PRESENTED ITS 1978 BUDGET 

TO CONGRESS THIS WEEK. ACCORDING TO THE BUDGET PROPOSAL, INVEST- 
MENT EXPENDITURE WILL INCRESE BY 38.3 PCT AND OPERATING EXPENDITURES 
BY 9.6PCT AS COMPARED TO 1977. THE LARGEST INCREASES IN INVESTMENT 
WILL BE IN PUBLIC WORKS AND MINES AND ENERGY WHERE RAISES OF 89 PCT 
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AND 184PCT WILL SHARPLY INCREASE INVESTMENTS IN IMPORTANT INFRA- 
STRUCTURE PROJECTS. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE CALLED THE BUDGET 
NEITHER INFLATIONARY NOR RESTRICTIVE, EMPHASIZING THAT CERTAIN 
KEY PROJECTS SUCH AS IN THE ENERGY FIELD MUST GO FORWARD. 

5. MINIMUM WAGE LEVELS TOINCREASE. BEGINNING AUGUST 1 THE 
MINIMUM WAGE LEVEL WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY RAISED, BASED ON A DECREE 
OF LAST '7)6 31 WHICH INITIATED A THREE-STAGE INCREASE. IN THIS 

THIRD STEP THE NEW DAILY RATE FOR MAJOR CITIES WILL GO FROM 59 TO 
62 PESOS, FOR SECONDARY CITIES FROM 55 TO 58 PESOS, ANF FOR AGRI- 
CULTURAL WORKERS FROM 50 TO 53 PESOS. THE MINISTER OF LABOR 
ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL SOON HOLD A MEETING OF THE NATIONAL SALARIES 
COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE NEED FOR FURTHER INCREASES INTHIS WAGE RATE. 
UNIONS HAVE BEEN DEMANDING 50 PCT INCREASES IN ALL WAGE LEVELS 
TO MEET THE LOSS OF REAL WAGES CAUSED BY INFLATION. 

6. PUBLIC ORDER: CHARGES AGAINST SECURITY FORCES. THE LEFTIST 
PRESS CONTINUED TO DENOUNCE ALLEGED EXCESSES BY SECURITY FORCES 
IN THEIR HANDLING OF PEASANTS LIVING IN AREAS WHERE GUERRILLAS 
AND/OR CRIMINAL ELEMENTS ARE ACTIVE. SUCH INCIDENTS THIS 

WEEK INCLUDED THE KILLING OF SIX MEN IN THE GUAJIRA REGION, 

AND THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THIRTY-TWO PEASANTS AND THE KILLING 
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OF FOUR OTHERS IN URABA (NORTHERN ANTIOQUIA). THOSE KILLED 
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE EROM A MILITARY PRISON AFTER BEING CAPTURED 
ON HIJACKING CHARGES. THE INCIDENT WAS CONEUSED BY CONELICTING 
REPORTS IN WHICH THE MILITARY FIRST CLAIMED THE SIX WERE KILLED 
IN A FIRE FIGHT, AND THEN LATER REVISED THE STORY. THE MORE 
SERIOUS INCIDENT IN URABA WAS APPARENTLY RELATED TO A MILITARY 
ACTION AGAINST SUSPECTED SUPPORTERS OF THE SOVIET-LINE FARC 
GUERILLAS, WHO HAVE BEEN VERY ACTIVE RECENTLY IN THAT ZINE. 

THE GOVERNOR OE THAT DEPARTMENT MET WITH LEFT WING POLITICIANS 
AND JOURNALISTS, AND ASSISTED IN THEIR INVESTIGATION OE THE CASE. 

NO OEFICIAL VERSION OE THE INCIDENT HAS YET BEEN MADE KNOWN. 
ELSEWHERE, A CONVENTION OF THE MAOIST FACTION OF ANUC ( ANATIONAL 
PEASANT ORGANIZATION) IN ANTIOQUIA DEPARTMENT LED TO VIOLENCE 
WHEN TWON AUTHORITIES FIRST REFUSED PERMISSION FOR USE OF THE 
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TWON SQUARE AS A MEETING PLACE, AND THEN CONFISCATED WEAPONS 
CARRIED BY ANUC MEMBERS AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO ASSEMBLE. A NUMBER 
OF POLICE AND CIVILIANS WERE INJURED IN THE ENSUING KLAHS. WHILE 
THERE ARE SPORADIC REPORTS OP EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE BY SECURITY 
FORCES IN REMOTE AREAS OF THE COUNTRY, AVAILABLE EVIDENCE 
INDICATES THAT SUCH INCIDENTS ARE NEITHER AUTHORIZED NOR CONDONED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

DREXLER 
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